
St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Rooted and Growing: In Christ. In Community.  

 



 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

• It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word  

will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

 

• Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

• Large print service folders and assisted listening devices are available from an 

usher.  

 

• Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack 

in the entry area. 

 

• Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of 

the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship 

service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room 

and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

• During the offering, all worshipers are asked to fill out a Connection Card 

(included with the service folder or available online at www.sjtosa.org/Connect). 

Completed cards may be placed in the baskets by the exit. 

 

• The pastors, staff, school faculty, and their families join in wishing all of you a 

new year in which we grow together in grace, faith, our love for the Word, and 

our desire to serve our Lord.



pg. 3 

 

New Year’s Eve 

December 31, 2021 
 

Promises Kept: A Year of God’s Grace 
 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn The Old Year Now Has Passed Away 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship ‘93 71 
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PRIVATE CONFESSION 
 

M: In the name of our God, to whom all hearts are open and from whom no secrets are hidden. 

Amen. 

 

Please kneel 

 

C: O Lord, hear my prayer,  

  listen to my cry for mercy, 

  and in your faithfulness, come to my relief. 

 Do not bring your servant into judgment, 

  for no one living is righteous before you. 

 Answer me quickly, O Lord; my spirit fails. 

 Do not hide your face from me,  

  for I have put my trust in you. 

 Show me the way I should go, 

  for to you I lift up my soul. 

 Teach me to do your will, for you are my God. 

 

Silence for private confession 

 

 Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, confess that I have 

sinned against you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions. I have not loved you with 

my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I am distressed by the sins that 

trouble me and am deeply sorry for them. 

 

M: Jesus says to his people: “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.” His death paid for 

the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world. Do you believe this? 

 

C: Yes, I believe.  

 
 
 In his Large Catechism, Martin Luther writes, “Christ himself entrusted absolution to his Church and 

commanded us to absolve one another from sins. So if there is a heart that feels its sin and desires 

consolation, it has here a sure refuge when it hears in God’s Word that through a fellow human being, 

God absolves a person from sin.” 
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M: Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins. Be assured that you are 

a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life. 

 

C: O Lord, my God, I called to you for help, and you answered me. I thank you for the love 

you have shown me in Jesus Christ, my Savior. Through him you have rescued me from 

the guilt of my sin and given me the peace of forgiveness. Help me fight against 

temptation, correct whatever wrongs I can, and serve you and those around me with love 

and good works. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
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Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

M: Let us pray. 

  Eternal Father, before whom all generations rise and fall, teach us to think earnestly on the 

brevity of our lives and on the immensity of your goodness. Help us to enter the new year 

trusting in the name of your Son and walking in the way of his peace; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 

 

Be seated  
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THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Ecclesiastes 12:1-7 

 

Because of God’s grace, our spirits will one day return to our Creator. 

  

Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, 

 before the days of trouble come and the years approach when you will say, 

  “I find no pleasure in them” –  

 before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars grow dark, 

 and the clouds return after the rain; 

 when the keepers of the house tremble, and the strong men stoop, 

 when the grinders cease because they are few, 

 and those looking through the windows grow dim; 

 when the doors to the street are closed and the sound of grinding fades; 

 when men rise up at the sound of birds, but all their songs grow faint; 

 when men are afraid of heights and of dangers in the streets; 

 when the almond tree blossoms and the grasshopper drags himself along 

 and desire no longer is stirred. 

Then man goes to his eternal home and mourners go about the streets. 
 Remember him – before the silver cord is severed, or the golden bowl is broken; 

 before the pitcher is shattered at the spring, or the wheel broken at the well, 

 and the dust returns to the ground it came from, and the spirit returns to God who gave it. 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 90 (see pg. 17) 

 

Second Lesson 1 Peter 1:22-25 

 

Because of God’s grace, his word remains forever. 

  

 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your 

brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart. For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, 

but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. For, 

“All men are like grass,  

 and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; 

 the grass withers and the flowers fall,  

  but the word of the Lord stands forever.” 

And this is the word that was preached to you.  
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Verse of the Day 

 Alleluia, alleluia. Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

  

 

Gospel Luke 13:6-9 

 

Because of God’s grace, a fig tree is permitted one more year of life. 

  

 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for 

fruit on it, but did not find any. So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years 

now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should 

it use up the soil?’ 

 “ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. If it 

bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’ ” 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day Help Us, O Lord, For Now We Enter 

        Christian Worship ’93 70 
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Sermon Joshua 1:5, 9 

 

Uncharted Territory, But A Trustworthy Guide 

 

 “As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you or forsake you…Be strong and 

courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you 

wherever you go.”  

 

Please stand  
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Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

Members of St. John’s give offerings to support the Lord’s work in our 

community and around the world. Visitors are welcome but not obligated  

to give an offering. To submit your offering electronically or to fill out an  

online Connection Card, scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

M: I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name for ever and ever. 

 

C: Every day I will praise you and extol your name. 

 

M: It is fitting, O Lord, in the final hours of this year, to express our gratitude for the countless 

gifts of grace which we have received from you. 

 

C: You have been faithful to your promises and loving toward all you have made.  
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M: You clothe your creation with beauty; you feed even the birds and tell us that we are much 

more valuable than they. 

 

C: You know what we need, and you give us all good things. 

 

M: Clothing and food, safety and health, possessions and money, even life itself – all these come to 

us from your generous hand. 

 

C: We thank you for these blessings, and we ask that you continue to grant them to us. 

 

M: We thank you especially for your Word and Holy Supper, which strengthen our faith, shield us 

from temptation, and equip us for service. 

 

C: Increase our commitments to these precious gifts, so that we may continue to grow in the 

grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 

M: Almighty and eternal God, you have been gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, and rich 

in love. As you led your people Israel with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night, 

so lead us by the light of your Word that we may live our lives to your glory and be prepared to 

die in your peace. 

 

C: We ask these things in the name of Jesus. In his name we began this year; in his name we 

bring it to a close. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen.  
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THE SACRAMENT 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 
 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for in the wonder 

and mystery of his birth you have opened our eyes to the glory of your grace and renewed in 

our hearts the fervor of your love. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, 

we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

 thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 

 given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

 is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

 this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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Be seated 

 

The Scriptures teach us that receiving the Lord’s Supper is a public declaration  

of shared belief. Therefore, we ask our guests who are not members  

of a WELS or ELS congregation to refrain from receiving the Lord’s Supper  

until they have had the opportunity to talk with one of our pastors about our beliefs and practice.  

 

To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.  

Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 19 of the service folder. 

 

Distribution Hymns O God, Our Help in Ages Past

 Christian Worship 820 

 

Across the Sky the Shades of Night 

Christian Worship 367 

 

Draw Near and Take the Body of Your Lord 

        Christian Worship 661 

 

Please stand  
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THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

 

 

 

 

M: Eternal God and Father, you have placed us in a world of space and time, and through the 

events of our lives you bless us with your love. In the coming year, grant that we may know 

your presence, see your power at work, and live in anticipation of the day when we will forever 

be with you, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

 
 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Go, My Children, with My Blessing 

 Christian Worship 930 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude  
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Psalm 90 

 

 Lord, you have been our dwelling place 

  throughout all generations. 

 

 Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, 

  from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

 

 For a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by, 

  or like a watch in the night. Refrain 

 

 You have set our iniquities before you, 

  our secret sins in the light of your presence. 

 

 You turn mortals back to dust. 

  You sweep them away in the sleep of death. 

 

 The length of our days is seventy years – or eighty, if we have the strength; 

  yet their span is but trouble and sorrow. 

 

 Teach us to number our days aright, 

  that we may gain a heart of wisdom. Refrain 

 

 Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, 

  that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain   
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Musicians Lynn Kozlowski, organ 

 

Communion Assistants Jon Johnson & Greg Martin  

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

The Common Service, adapted by James E. Engel. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.  

“The Old Year Now Has Passed Away” Text and tune public domain. 

“Psalm 90” Tune Eugene Englert © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern  

 Publishing House. 

“Help Us, O Lord, for Now We Enter” Text and tune public domain.  
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Personal Prayer for Before Communion 

 

Help me, O God, to be rightly prepared to receive the sacrament. Take away any unbelief  

and overcome any doubts that I may have. Lord Jesus, give me a believing heart  

that the gifts and forgiveness offered here truly are for me. Amen. 

 

Personal Prayer for After Communion 

 

Heavenly Father, through this holy supper you nourish my faith, increase my hope,  

and strengthen my love. Teach me always to hunger for your Son, the true and living bread.  

Enable me to live by every word that proceeds from your mouth. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Bible Study  
A new Sunday morning Bible study begins on January 9 at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Lutheran Theology and Its Application to Mental Health 

Taught by Pastor Greg Lyon (Wisconsin Lutheran College Campus Pastor) 
 

Mental health awareness and mental health needs continue to rise. Does God’s Word speak to such 

challenges? The Christian counseling field is widely dominated by evangelical theology which some 

would argue leads to bad theology and bad psychology. Some within Lutheran circles have argued that 

the Lutheran voice has been far too faint in the psychological field. Leaning on the book Making 

Christian Counseling More Christ Centered by Dr. Rick Marrs, as well as other resources, this Bible 

study will give us an opportunity to discuss uniquely Lutheran theology and see its application to mental 

health challenges.  

 



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


